His Policy of Obstruction

says Mr. T* P. O'Connor, " that Parnell seemed to tell the
tragic story of the dark and sad end of a once great Irishman
with a frigidity that chilled and almost shocked me/*1 But
that indifference may have hidden a deep disquiet* What
man, fearing death as Parnell feared it, and haunted by the
spectre of madness, could speak otherwise than coldly of the
mental and physical collapse of his leader ? For to speak
coldly was to keep perturbing thoughts at a distance from his
mind.

1 Life of Charles Stewart Pamell, by T. P. O'Connor, p. 59*
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